68 |PRODUCTS

NI\ GREEN

You don’t have to buy an eco-friendly new car to reduce your carbon footprint. Our
guide takes you through the simple everday steps to a less polluting driving lifestyle

James Baggett

OPEN up any newspaper, and you
won't be able 10 miss the s2nsation-
alist headlines slamming the car for
the damage it's doing to the environ-
mzni. Gaing grezn s tep of the politi-
cd agenda, anc manufachuress have
ceught on, with a host of eao-iriendly
machines hiting the -oad, such as the
Volkswagen Bluemoticn range.

But what # vou went to cut your
¢arbon factprint withouw: having to
buy a new vehicle? Fortunately, there
is stll 2 lot you can do to nelp szve
the olanet — and it doesn't have to
mean walking everywhare!

Sirply thinking about how and
when you use your wahice, the prod-
ucts you add to it end Lhe way you
look-zfter t zan make 3 rza differ-
ence, A& good place to start Is the

Governmen!’s dediceted website, at
wwardirect govukiactan02 — this
enabies drivers to calcuate their car-
bon feotprint, and then compare it
10 the naficnal averane

In an instant, you'll see that vehi-
tle use is one of the worst contriby-
tors 1o your CO; output, Bus as the
wehsite pots cut, you can cut 1t by
laking some simple steps: plaming
your trips to ceindide with one znother,
nct going out especially to buy fuel
and sharing 2 cermute can help.

Keducing your carbon footprint is
not only about how and when you
ase your car, tiough = equally impor-
tant is the way the vehicle is cared
fo, and the groducts you tuy 1o do
ths. So vee have listed 10 top tips to
ensure your eftermarket choices e
as plaret friendly as possble,
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Government's Act On CO, website provides tips on reducing the size of yourvehicle’s carbon footprint

1. CAR ‘WASH
O e b AR s N P i
A CLEAN car might be a pretty car,
but do you need to wash it every
week? fyou really want o spruce
itup, usea bucket and sponge
instead of  hose to save watel

— or cut it out completely with a
waterless cleaning agent =
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